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as a manifestation of the ideological sympathies which any nation might show for kindred peoples. To stress this point of view and to manifest their own sympathies as an answer to Frankfurt, the Czechs called the Prague All-Slav Congress, which was to include Austrian as well as Russian and Balkan Slav delegates. The Russian and Polish delegates (of course all left-wingers) under Bakunin's leadership adopted an extremist attitude, and Palacky was sharply criticised for his compromises with the Hapsburgs even by the Slovak representatives,1 who had some reason to sympathise with every adversary of their Magyar oppressors. The participation of the foreign Slav delegates, who had got into touch with the Prague workers,2 strengthened the left wing of the Czech movement which demanded the evacuation of the town by the Imperial Army. The latter, under the command of Windischgratz, was evidently seeking to provoke a bloody trial of strength. The provocation succeeded and, after some days of street fighting, the Prague insurrection, which had taken a clearly social and political, and in no wise a nationalist course,3 was defeated. As a result Windischgratz also dissolved the very moderate organs of the Czech national movement which had taken hardly any part in the struggle.
(e) GENERAL APPROACH OF THE NATIONALITIES OF THE EMPIRE TO THE PROBLEM OF FEDERALISM
Redlich4 has correctly described the problems which faced the Austrian Constituent Assembly of 1848 as " the transference of the principles of Liberty and Equality, as formulated by the French Revolution, from the social life of individuals to that of nationalities". This description is correct in a twofold sense : as we have seen above,5 the fundamental tenets of Liberalism were accepted, in theory, in nearly all the national camps. But it is also true as regards the limitations of their approach : as we shall see,6 the application of the principles of Liberty and Equality to the social life of nationalities failed to solve the problem of the material foundations of those principles, just as the French
1 Denis, op. cit., pp. 290-1.
2  ibid., pp. 286-7.   See also Masaryk, op. cit. (1898), p. 38.
3 Apart, of course, from the fact that any working-class movement in Prague at that time was bound to be predominantly Czech, as the Germans represented chiefly the upper strata of society.   But the insurgents even hoped for help from revolutionary Vienna.    See Denis, op. cit., pp. 311-13.
* op. cit., p. 236.    See also Palacky, op. cit., p. 16.
5 See above, p. 154.                                        6 See below, p. 216,